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It’s Official—The Scouts Are Out

“Wild Birds Are Shopping for Local Real Estate Opportunities”

Mason, OH -- If you are in the market for providing real estate opportunities to wild birds, now is
the time to get and be prepared. Late winter, early spring signals the time when “scouts”, wild
birds who search for ideal nesting environments, begin looking for sites that can be used for
nesting and roosting. Tri-State birders have recently spotted Bluebird and Mockingbird scouts,
a signal that Spring is around the corner and “phase one” of the avian mating season has
officially begun.

Mother Nature continuously provides an ongoing supply of housing in dead cavity-bearing trees,
overgrown bushes, and big multi-limbed branches; unfortunately, humans fail to see the value in
such eyesores and quickly eliminate natural housing opportunities. “As a result’, says Patrick
McCollum, Naturalist and local “Bug & Bird Guy”, “cavity-nesting birds find it difficult to locate
suitable nesting cavities and their populations decline and may eventually disappear. * One
example is the Eastern Bluebird whose population is rebounding because of recent efforts to

establish “Bluebird” trails and protected nesting areas.

But, according to McCollum, not all wild birds are “cavity dwelling” nesters. Like humans, wild
birds have preferences to their living and nesting spaces, and like us, some wild birds are just
down right picky. For example, some humans may prefer condos and townhouses over single
family dwellings; similarly, wild birds will selectively choose among cavity dwellings, open nests
in branches or shrubs, ground nests, or underground burrows — a favorite of the kingfisher.

For the backyard birder and gardener of backyard habitats, all cavity nests are not created
equal. Creating a nesting habitat that is welcoming, safe and secure, and accessible to cavity
nesters is a challenge and can become an quite an obsession. And, like us, wild bird species
have specific requirements they use to pick future homes such as height of the nesting cavity,
the size of entrance, and cleanliness. Offering a birdhouse with the right mix of choices can
attract wild bird favorites such as: chickadees, titmice, bluebirds, woodpeckers, nuthatches and
wrens.

So if you long to be a wild bird landlord and want to make your birdhouse options appealing to
cavity dwellers, there are a couple of things to keep in mind:

Right Dimensions: Different species of birds require birdhouses of different dimensions.
Proper Materials: Birdhouses should be constructed of materials that have enough
insulating quality to protect the birds and eggs from excessive heat or cold.

Proper Ventilation: There should be good ventilation either through holes or cracks near
the top of the house.

Drainage: There should be holes or slits in the bottom so water can drain out.

Cleaning: The top, front, or side of the box should open to make cleaning and monitoring
possible.

Inside Grooves: Make sure there are horizontal grooves on the inside, beneath the hole
so young can crawl to the entrance.

Overhang: It is helpful to have a roof overhand of 1-2 inches to protect from rain and
sun.

Mounting: There should be a way to hang or mount the box on a tree or post.

A life long nature lover, Cincinnatian, and owner of the Wild Bird Center in Mason, Patrick
McCollum, a Naturalist, is known locally as the “Bird and Bug Guy.” Patrick and his staff offer
many community education programs to young and old alike and are available to answer any
questions you may have about birding, or to offer tips or advice about the diverse wildlife found
in our area. You may contact Patrick and his staff at 513-234-0789 or WildBird1@fuse.net.
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