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Goldfinches and summer bird feeding
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In This Issue Feeding Birds in the Summer

Summer Bird Feeding Some people only like to feed the birds inwlieter and some only i
American Goldfinch the summer. There is no wrong way to do it bubbly feeding during
. one season you may be missing a variety of bedbiifti species that ar
Finch Feast only around during your 'off' season. Here in Cthiere are many speci
that are around only in the summer months and rtizatyare only here f
the winter. By feeding year round you will seeidev variety of the 400
species of birds we have here in Ohio. While b@d$iave a wider
variety of natural food sources in the summer thélystill come to your °
feeder. Some year round birds, like the Americatd@nch (Featured ing
May's Newsletter), are much more attractive indghexmer months and
can be fun to watch change colors. Remember, giraut the year birds
acquire the greater part of their nourishment fratural sources not fro
us!
Not only do you see different bird specieshiea summer but you will
see birds in different parts of their life cycléour chance of seeing baby or juvenile birds insesaif

Optl CS Sale you feed the birds in the spring and summer.

Some changes to your food in the summer azessary. If you like to feed suet you need to be
conscious of it going bad or spoiling in the heladok for ‘'No-Melt' suet's or switch to seed cakes
the summer. Many people also like to feed fruitgethies in the summer. If you do that keep imohi
insects enjoy these too-so keep a watchful eydoowtellow jackets and ants. It is important to
remember to be extra careful that the food youra&féresh, only offer what can be consumed iny da

or two, and keep feeders clean. In doing so, youhedp ensure this delightful added dimension to
your backyard wildlife enjoyment is a healthy pleasfor the birds too!

Upcoming Events

(Until June 30, 2008)

American Goldfinch

The American Goldfinch, also called the wild canasya
avorite bird among Ohioans. It is a year rourgldent but it
may be a little harder to recognize in the winbeet That is
because it molts into a duller, greenish-yellowisbwnish color
in the winter time. The males also lose therelbtzp and in
general look more like their female counter partthe winter.
However, come spring time the males molt againgetdheir
Mbeautiful bright yellow coloration back.

Looking to Raise
Money?
WBC Gives Your
Organization 30% of

Your Sales!
Looking for a way to raise
money for your group, club,
organization, or church? We
can help! Contact Patrick or
Mary at the Wild Bird Center to
ask about our exciting and
profitable seed sale fundraising
program 513-234-0789.

: This species is nests very late in the sedgpitally not

gstarting until late June or early July, when mdbkeo songbirds
are finishing with breeding. The late timing is tight to be due
to the availability of suitable nesting materiatglaseeds for feeding young. Goldfinches are knmneat
weed speeds, which are typically more readily aé in late summer.

Human activity has generally benefited the Aioan Goldfinch. Deforestation by humans creafgsno
meadow areas which are the preferred habitat ohtherican Goldfinch. It is often found in residieht
areas, attracted to bird feeders installed by hsmahich increases its survival rate in these areas
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Finch Feast

Finch feast is a seed designed for, who else, but finches.
Itis a blend of Nyjer seed and finely chopped sunflower
hearts. As you learned last month, Nyjer is a tiny black seed
that is cultivated in Asia and Africa. It is a favorite of
goldfinches as well as purple and house finches, pine siskins,
and redpolls. This seed blend contains not only Nyjer but
finely choppeed sunflower hearts, which most birds love.
Depending on your feeder type using this blend will attract a
variety of other small beaked birds to your feeder, such as the Carolina Chickadee.
However, if you have an issue with squirrels this does make a relatively unappealing feeder
seem much more delicious (since squirrels typically don't like Nyjer but LOVE sunflowers).
Pick up a bag today and see what you can attract!
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The Wild Bird Center of Mason

Locally owned & operated by Patrick McCollum & Mary Huttlinger
5859 Deerfield Blvd
Deerfield Towne Center -- off Mason-Montgomery Road
Mason, OH 45040
513-234-0789
WildBird1@fuse.net

www.wildbird.com/mas
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